
Radio Communications



Understanding ATC 
Workload

How to be a pilot controllers want to 
work with



Today’s Bootcamp+ Network Programming

What’s on for Today?

Live Show – 1st Hour – Wings Credit
Open Mic – 2nd Hour – End
Monitor the Chat – Links/Info
Wings Credit - End of the Live Show



Today’s Bootcamp+ Network Programming

What’s New?

PH Rebroadcasts Wed – 8 pm EDT
Power Hour Podcasts – Full shows
Gaps Course and SmartStudy Pro



What is ATC’s Priorities?

• IFR to IFR
• IFR to VFR
• VFR workload permitting



ATC Flow

• Center – Manages mostly enrout – Feeds to the meter fix
• Tracon manages visual and IFR approaches from the meter fix
• Tower manages aircraft within their airspace – landing/departing 

and transitioning



Center - ARTCC

• Get aircraft to the meter fix at the appropriate time
• Provides IAP and departures at some airports – including special 

VFR
• Tools – Speed reductions, path stretches, altitude changes, 

holding, flow/gate control



TRACON

• Terminal Radar Approach Control
• Maintains runway throughput
• Tools – Speed restrictions, altitudes and vectors
• Manages missed approach re sequences - diversions



Control Towers

• Maintain runway integrity
• Manage landing, departing and transitioning aircraft
• May have radar – may be controlled by another facility
• Controller/facility may not be radar certified – advisories only



Main Goals

• Center – Get aircraft to the meter fix or IAP/Departures
• TRACON – Maximize runway usage – Paces
• Tower – Keeps the runway available



When it’s appropriate to ask for something

• What is their priority at the moment?
• Are you that?
• Wait for the “Gaps”



Tit for Tat

• Listen to the controllers tempo – try to match it
• Listen for the gaps and only use that much
• Know what is required for readback – No extra stuff



Equipment

• Hot mic – Look for the “T”
• Nothing heard for a while?
• Breaking the squelch – Setting the volume



Priority

• File IFR – May encounter delays though
• Get flight following and don’t miss radio calls
• Set a normal tone – Don’t put on a radio voice
• Controllers gauge how much time they will need to give you – Less 

is More



Listen for the Gaps

• If it’s quiet – Say the whole “Smear”
• If it’s busy – give everything in pieces
• If you step on someone wait and see what happens
• Don’t use slang



Think about the situation

• Who has the most need now?
• What is the controller dealing with?
• Can I “Terse it up”?
• Is the situation getting busier/quieter





Special Announcement!

Reminders!

Join SAFE, NAFI and the CFI Study Group by Clicking on the Images Above

CFI Study Group on Facebook
National Association of 
Flight Instructors

http://safepilots.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/cfistudygroup/
https://nafimentor.org/

