
Regulations



Commercial Pilot Experience 
Requirements

How to Make Sure you are Eligible



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

What we will cover

Hours Requirements – Always in the FAR



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

What we will cover

Logging the time correctly



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

What we will cover

Differences between Dual and Solo/PDPIC requirements



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

What we will cover

Training in Turbine, Complex, TAA – or ANY combination 



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

What we will cover

10 Hours Solo or PDPIC
PDPIC – Performing the Duties of PIC with an authorized 
instructor onboard



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

What we will cover

10 hours ”Instrument Training”



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

What we will cover

Dual and Solo Cross Countries



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

What we will cover

Night Solo/PDPIC can begin at civil twilight



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

What we will cover

Civil twilight can be found in ForeFlight
Airports/Solar Information



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

What we will cover

Night Solo/PDPIC T/Os and Landings – CT - OPEN



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

What we will cover

Initial Certification Airplane Single Engine Land Scenario



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

What we will cover

Additional Category/Class Rating Scenario



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

What we will cover

Training Requirements –
Aeronautical Experience – Always in the FAR



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

What we will cover

Endorsements – Always in AC 61-65



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

What we will cover

Testing  – ACS/PTS – Read the notes
Additional category/class rating same level – Appendix 1 



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Hours Requirements

For Airplane – 250 flight time
100 powered aircraft

50 Airplanes
100 PIC

50 Airplanes



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Hours Requirements For Initial Certificates – From Private

For Airplane – 250 flight time
50 XC PIC Time

10 Airplanes



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Hours Requirements For Initial Certificates – From Private

For Airplane – 250 flight time
20 Training

10 Complex, Turbine or TAA – TAA 61.129(j)
or any combination
10 “Instrument Training” by CFII – IFR Rating 

may not be enough - 5 in a single engine airplane



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Hours Requirements For Initial Certificates – From Private

For Airplane – 250 flight time
20 Training – These in a single engine airplane

Day XC 2 hours and >100nm – VFR/IFR OK 
Night XC 2 hours and >100nm – VFR/IFR OK
3 hours prep for checkride <2 calendar months



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Hours Requirements For Initial Certificates – From Private

Airplane – 250 flight time – These in a single engine airplane
10 Solo or PDPIC (performing the duties of PIC with a CFI 

onboard) – All solo or PDPIC – no combos
1 XC at least 300, one point >250 from 
departure, landings at 3 airports – VFR/IFR OK
5 night VFR – 10 t/o & lndg – operating tower



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Logging the Time Correctly

Training and PDPIC or Solo can’t be combined
If PDPIC log in the remarks – Do not log dual received



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Logging the Time Correctly

“Instrument Training” from CFII
Must be clear by logbook if meeting IFR and Comm 
requirements at the same time



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Logging the Time Correctly

Specific tasks are required in 61.129(a)(3)(i)
Must wear a view limiting device, unusual attitudes, partial 
panel, etc.  These don’t appear in the IFR requirements – 61.65 
– 5 hrs in a single engine airplane



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Logging the Time Correctly

TIP:  Use exact FAR words and FAR numbers in logbook



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Differences between Dual and Solo/PDPIC requirements

Dual 20 hrs can’t be combined with SOLO/PDPIC 10 hrs



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

When can Night Training Begin for Solo/PDPIC, Dual?

1 hour after sunset is only a requirement for the recency of 
experience required to carry passengers – 61.57



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

When can Night Training Begin for Solo/PDPIC, Dual?

At the end of evening civil twilight – NOT 1 hour after Sunset –
FAR Part 1



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

When can Night Training Begin for Solo/PDPIC, Dual?



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

When can Night Training Begin for Solo/PDPIC, Dual?



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Initial Certification - ASEL

Straightforward however
XC time acquired prior to earning Private doesn’t count
Not pursuing the Commercial certificate yet



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Category

61.63 (b) – Check knowledge test requirement
Pilots of other aircraft don’t need 250 flight time

Rotorcraft/Helicopter – 150
Balloon - 25



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Category

Can a pilot log PIC time when receiving Dual in an airplane if they 
hold a Commercial Pilot Certificate with Helicopter?



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Category

No – 61.51(e) – The pilot is not rated in an airplane even 
though they are sole manipulator of the flight controls



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Category

How can this pilot get the required PIC time in an airplane?



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Category



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Category

61.31(d)(2) – Solo endorsement for airplane single engine land –
AC 61-65J – A.72

NOTE:  NOT a Student Pilot – Subpart C doesn’t apply



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Category



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Category



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Category

Before they can be PIC of an airplane one is required:
1. Flight Review in category class they hold if not current
2. Completion of a phase of the wings program – in an              

airplane is fine - 61.56(c) 



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Category

10 hours PDPIC can count as PIC time, however
Legal Interpretation Shows This is an Exception



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Category

Push up their time against 61.129 for airplane single engine

Commercial Helicopter to Comm Airplane Single Engine 
Worksheet

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/22b0yr1raiq3zckfxnj8b/CRH-to-CASEL-Scenario.xlsx?rlkey=j4egdnejp6ph41sz3l8726na6&st=b1hkgsej&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/22b0yr1raiq3zckfxnj8b/CRH-to-CASEL-Scenario.xlsx?rlkey=j4egdnejp6ph41sz3l8726na6&st=b1hkgsej&dl=0


Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Category

Endorsements are NOT the Commercial Pilot Ones
- They already hold a Commercial Pilot Certificate -



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Category

These are the required endorsements when adding a new 
category to an exiting certificate at the same level:

AC 61-65J – A.74, A.1 and possibly A.2



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Category



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Category

Testing Requirements – CASEL ACS appendix 1



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Class

61.63(c) – Additional Class Rating at the same level



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Class

No knowledge test



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Class

No aeronautical experience requirements to meet



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Class

No 3 hours of training within 2 cal months of the test



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Class

Proficient in aeronautical knowledge and flight proficiency



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Class

Checkride will be those tasks in the ACS appendix 1
Example – Airplane Single Engine Sea to ASEL



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements

Additional Class

Endorsements are:  A.74 and A.1
Possible Complex, HP, TW, High Altitude



Commercial Pilot Experience Requirements



From Us to You!

Preflight Briefings

Teach Brief-Fly!

https://www.cfibootcamp.com/product-page/teach-brief-fly-1
https://www.cfibootcamp.com/product-page/teach-brief-fly-1
https://www.cfibootcamp.com/product-page/teach-brief-fly-1


From Us to You!

Teach Brief-Fly!

https://www.cfibootcamp.com/product-page/teach-brief-fly-1
https://www.cfibootcamp.com/product-page/teach-brief-fly-1
https://www.cfibootcamp.com/product-page/teach-brief-fly-1


From us to you…

Free Preview of Our Online Course for Initial CFI-A

Click here to get a Preview of the Online Course
A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.bootcamp-plus.com/offers/8YxKPbjG/checkout
https://www.bootcamp-plus.com/offers/8YxKPbjG/checkout


From us to you…

Our Newest Product

Every Knowledge and Risk Management Element in the CFI ACS 
- oral portions I-IV explained 
Built for audio – Driving etc.
Also includes video and PDF companion guides
CFI ACS Smart Study Pro

https://www.bootcamp-plus.com/offers/pzobJFqg/checkout


From us to you…

Super Offer – Available Only to our Power Hour Members 

1. 42 hour CFI-A online course - $1200
2. CFI ACS SmartStudy Pro – Audio and PDFs - $199
3. Both for a limited time - $700 – ½ Off

Prepare for the CFI at home with the online course
and when driving with SmartStudy Pro

GET IT NOW FOR $700

https://www.bootcamp-plus.com/offers/unc2sGfj?coupon_code=50BUNDLEOFF


From us to you…

Start your CFI Training and Finish it!

We get the job done

A screenshot of a website

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

http://cfibootcamp.com/
http://cfibootcamp.com/


In Conclusion…

Past Power Hour Information

Click here to get outlines of previous power hours
A screenshot of a web page

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.cfibootcamp.com/power-hour-lessons
https://www.cfibootcamp.com/power-hour-lessons


From us to you…

See Every Full-Length Power Hour

Click here to get a huge discount to our membership site to see 
every previous power hour – Over 240 of them

It will work out to be $9/month 

after the 7-day Free TrIal!

https://www.bootcamp-plus.com/offers/sBJLZYX2/checkout?coupon_code=PHLCOM24
https://www.bootcamp-plus.com/offers/sBJLZYX2/checkout?coupon_code=PHLCOM24
https://www.bootcamp-plus.com/offers/sBJLZYX2/checkout?coupon_code=PHLCOM24
https://www.bootcamp-plus.com/offers/sBJLZYX2/checkout?coupon_code=PHLCOM24
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