
CFI Training



How to Save Money and 
Do your CFI Cheaply

Power Hour - 233



Doing your CFI Cheaply

Let’s look at a Way to Get Your CFI and Save Money

A structured approach – First understand what’s needed



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What are the Requirements:

Eligibility – 61.183



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What are the Requirements:

At least 18 Years Old – English Requirements



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What are the Requirements:

Pass a Knowledge test for FOI unless Teacher
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What are the Requirements:

Pass a Knowledge test for FIA



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What are the Requirements

Hold a Commercial with Instrument unless Sport



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What are the Requirements

Hold the Category/Class on your pilot certificate



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What are the Requirements

Spin training and endorsement for instructional Competency
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What are the Requirements

Spin training and endorsement for instructional 
Competency



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What are the Requirements

Aeronautical Knowledge – 61.185
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What are the Requirements

Aeronautical Knowledge – 61.185(a)(1 and 2)
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What are the Requirements

This must be received by an “Authorized Instructor”



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What are the Requirements

There is no Home-Study Course allowed as in Rec, Private, 
Comm, Sport, Instrument etc.
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What are the Requirements

Fundamentals of Instructing – 61.185(a)(1)



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What are the Requirements

61.185(a)(2) - Aeronautical Knowledge areas for:  Rec, 
Private, Commercial 
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What are the Requirements

Flight Proficiency – 61.187(a)(b) – Flight and Ground
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What are the Requirements

Flight Proficiency – 61.187(a)(b) – Ground – No Home Study 
Course Allowed
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What are the Requirements

Aeronautical Experience - None
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What it Means

There is a lot of Self-Study, but you MUST receive Ground 
Instruction from an Authorized Instructor – 61.185(a)(1 - 2)
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What it Means

Looking for a “2-Year Signoff” is NOT a good idea
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What it Means

Why?   The depth and scope of their knowledge is NOT 
sufficient
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What it Means

Examples:  FOI, Endorsements/Regulations/Testing (except 
for what they teach), Aerodynamics.



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What are the minimum qualifications for an authorized instructor 
for CFI?

61.195(h) – To train first-time initial flight instructors:

Flight:  
Held the CFI for at least 24 calendar months
Given at least 200 hours of dual instruction

or



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What are the minimum qualifications for an authorized instructor 
for CFI?

61.195(h) – To train first-time initial flight instructors:

Flight:  
Recommended at least 5 applicants for a practical test                           
and at least 80% passed on the first attempt

or



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What are the minimum qualifications for an authorized instructor 
for CFI?

61.195(h) – To train first-time initial flight instructors:

Flight:  
Graduated from an Enhanced Flight Instructor Qualifications 
Program under Part 141/142



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What are the minimum qualifications for an authorized instructor 
for CFI?

61.195(h) – To train first-time initial flight instructors:

Ground:  
Held a CFI or AGI for at least 24 calendar months
Given at least 40 hours of ground instruction

or



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What are the minimum qualifications for an authorized instructor 
for CFI?

61.195(h) – To train first-time initial flight instructors:

Ground:  
Given at least 100 hours ground instruction in any Part 141 
approved course – No 24 calendar months required
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Watch out!

61.195(h) – To train first-time initial flight instructors:

A CFI may be qualified to do the flight training but NOT the 
ground training
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What to do About it?

Find a local instructor to do the flight/spin training



Doing your CFI Cheaply

Job One – Where to start and when you’re done

Your CFI needs to be using a syllabus



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What takes all the time?

Creating your own lesson plans – Don’t do that



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What takes all the time?

Learn to teach from available ones and hone them
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What takes all the time?

Make a Five Minute version of those lesson plans for maneuvers



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What about Self-Study?

Self-Study the Aeronautical Knowledge Areas that you have 
already been tested on



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What about the FOI?

Read the book or take a formal class/online course
- Your CFI still needs to provide instruction but you can minimize 
that by a class or course.
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What about the FOI?

Before reading the Aviation Instructor’s Handbook do this.
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What about the FOI?

Define what the purpose of the chapter is for and how you can 
use it.  You may need your CFI for this.
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What about the FOI?

Read the chapter and summarize what and how you will use this 
information – Separate theory from practical use.
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What about the FOI?

In the ACS A/O I – Fundamentals of Instructing – make an index 
using the knowledge elements
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What about the FOI?

Cite any mnemonic, Chapter/Page Number etc.  Short jog
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What about the hard stuff like endorsements/regs?

Practicing wrong things – Law of Primacy



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What about the hard stuff like endorsements/regs?

You must learn by realistic scenarios



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What about the hard stuff like endorsements/regs?

Simple to Complex – Flight Review, HP, Complex, TW



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What about the hard stuff like endorsements/regs?

Simple to Complex – Initial Pilot Certificate – Private, Rec, Comm, 
Sport
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What about the hard stuff like endorsements/regs?

Simple to Complex – Additional Ratings – Easy to mess this up -
61.63
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What about the hard stuff like endorsements/regs?

Simple to Complex – Student Pilots – Most intricate but 
straightforward – Subpart C



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What about the hard stuff like endorsements/regs?

These scenarios must be taught then practiced/used
Our online course will teach it to you
Our endorsements and scenarios book will let you use it
Your CFI must ensure you know it



Doing your CFI Cheaply

Mindset

Training and tests aren’t something to ”Get Through”



Doing your CFI Cheaply

Mindset

You will need this information and be able to teach it
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Mindset

Save the knowledge test for last if you can
When training is complete take sample tests of FIA and FOI
Don’t use any test prep or look at any questions/answers
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Mindset

These test scores then represent what you know
Use this info to hone those areas – Then take the tests



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What about the Guiding CFI?

Find a CFI that works remotely, like us, and start there.  You will 
save a lot of time and money with a good plan that considers 
your situation/knowledge/time frame etc.



Doing your CFI Cheaply

What about the Guiding CFI?

Begin studying after that so you are on point.



Doing your CFI Cheaply

Short on time or need more help?

Come to one of our 7-day classes
Complete our 42 hour online course
Then hone everything with a recommending CFI



Doing your CFI Cheaply

How much time does all this take?

Around 80 hours of in classroom/remote and online work
Around 40 hours of self-study
Around 15 hours of Ground instruction from an experienced CFI
Around 10-15 hours of flight training



Doing your CFI Cheaply

How much time does all this take?

Proficiency and right seat transitions can be done by any CFI



Doing your CFI Cheaply

PreFlight Briefings

Teach Brief-Fly!

https://www.cfibootcamp.com/product-page/teach-brief-fly-1


Doing your CFI Cheaply

Teach Brief-Fly!

https://www.cfibootcamp.com/product-page/teach-brief-fly-1


From us to you…

Our Newest Product

Every Knowledge and Risk Management Element for the oral 
portion explained – Built for audio – Driving etc.
Also includes video and PDF companion guides
CFI ACS Smart Study Pro

https://www.bootcamp-plus.com/offers/pzobJFqg/checkout


From us to you…

Start your CFI Training and Finish it!

We get the job done

A screenshot of a website

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

http://cfibootcamp.com/
http://cfibootcamp.com/


From us to you…

Program

42-hour self-paced online course
42-hour in-person/remote ground school – 7 Days
One week of flight/ground – Dedicated airplanes/CFIs



From us to you…

Program

Checkride - Prescheduled
On Campus for 2 to 2.5 weeks

Click Here:  We get the job done

http://cfibootcamp.com/


From us to you…

Free Preview of Our Online Course

Click here to get a Preview of the Online Course
A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.bootcamp-plus.com/offers/8YxKPbjG/checkout
https://www.bootcamp-plus.com/offers/8YxKPbjG/checkout


In Conclusion…

Past Power Hour Information

Click here to get outlines of previous power hours
A screenshot of a web page

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.cfibootcamp.com/power-hour-lessons
https://www.cfibootcamp.com/power-hour-lessons


From us to you…

See Every Full-Length Power Hour

Click here to get a huge discount to our membership site to see 
every previous power hour – Over 225 of them

It will work out to be $9/month 

after the 7-day Free TrIal!

https://www.bootcamp-plus.com/offers/sBJLZYX2/checkout?coupon_code=PHLCOM24
https://www.bootcamp-plus.com/offers/sBJLZYX2/checkout?coupon_code=PHLCOM24
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