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Our Podcast is Back! 
“Flight Training The Way I See It.” 

“Flight Training the way I see it” is going to 
be an every two-week show.  Previous 
episodes are available on Spotify, Apple 
Podcasts and anywhere you typically go to 
hear one.  

You can click on the link below, and it will 
take you to the previous shows.  We start 
the new ones this week.  

Flight Training - The Way I See It is a 
Podcast Covering Essential News, like 
Regulation Changes, Training Tips to 
Improve your Flying and Opinion on a 
variety of issues. Hosted by Mike Shiflett, 
Director of Training at CFI Bootcamp.  
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Latest From the FAA 
Flight Instruction is “For Hire” 

As some of you know, a recent court case 
between the FAA and a company that did 
instruction in Warbirds was found in favor of 
the FAA.  The basic argument was that you 
can’t provide instruction for compensation or 
hire in an airplane with a limited or special 
airworthiness certificate and so this operation 
was operating illegally.   

The judge in the case sided with the FAA but 
went on to clarify that providing such flight 
instruction is “for hire”.  This has never been 
the view of the FAA since the 1940s.  Flight 
instruction was considered teaching and as 
such was not for hire.  This meant that we 
could provide instruction without a medical, 
for example, if the person receiving it can be 
the PIC.   

 We also don’t need a 2nd class medical 
because it’s not a flight for hire.  Basic med 
or a 3rd class is all we’d ever need to do any 
kind of instruction.  Currently the only way 
to give instruction in a limited or special 
airworthiness airplane (experimental or like 
that) is to complete an online form at the 
FAA’s website and get a LODA (Letter of 
deviation authority).   

It is tied to the airplane you want to teach in, 
so you need one for every airplane you teach 
in in those categories.  They really don’t like 
the fact they had to do that.  Steve Dickson, 
the head of the FAA, spoke at Airventure 
last week and called the LODA a four-letter 
word but we had no choice.   

Currently he says that this is not affecting 
instructors who are teaching in airplanes 
with standard airworthiness certificates.  So 
basically, all training airplane and also sport 
aircraft.  The risk is still the “for hire” ruling 
that does apply to all instruction. 

Currently the only way to fully comply with 
that ruling is to have a second class medical 
and to be teaching under a FAR part 121 or 
135 certificate.  AOPA has two Congress 
persons in both the House and Senate to 
introduce a rule that basically makes 
instruction not for hire. 

It will pass, however, both houses are in 
summer recess.   In the meantime, we don’t 
expect FAA to do any kind of enforcement.  
In fact, he mentioned that he told the 
FSDOs to not do that.  Getting this to 
change will happen but there is some 
degree of risk because of the court’s 
interpretation. 

FAA legal and others are working on how 
they can fit that back into “not for hire”.  
Between the congress and FAA, they will 
get a solution, but it won’t happen until 
later this year. 

Click to listen to other Episodes of  Flight 
Training the Way I See It  

Bootcamp + 

Membership Site 
Premium content, and more… 

Bootcamp + is CFI Bootcamps 
membership site.  

Inside you can expect to find Flight 
Training The Way I See it – Podcast, 
weekly short subject videos, a full private 
pilot ground school – video course, and 
more… the basic level is free.  

Click here to get access to Bootcamp + Basic

https://www.bootcamp-plus.com/podcasts/flight-training-the-way-i-see-it/episodes/2147566115
https://www.bootcamp-plus.com/podcasts/flight-training-the-way-i-see-it/episodes/2147566115
https://cfibootcamp.mykajabi.com/Payment-Method
https://cfibootcamp.mykajabi.com/Payment-Method
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Latest Status On the: 
ACS and Airplane Flying Handbook 

As some of you may know, almost all of 
the remaining PTS’s are ready to be 
replaced with the ACS.  Maybe what you 
didn’t know is there was a challenge to the 
ACS, among other things, that basically 
argued that the ACS and handbooks were 
essentially rulemaking by the FAA.   

Of course, the FAA can’t do rule making 
unless it goes through the rule making 
process which takes a number of years.  
For example, the FAR that was modified 
to allow the 10 hours of training to be ok 
in a TAA airplane instead or combined 
with a complex or turbine airplane took 
almost 6 years. 

The first attempt, which took over two 
years failed, and the second one finally got 
into the FAR another four years later.   

The current Secretary of Transportation 
has been able to get some things done but 
not all.  The ACS and all of the 
handbooks that were scheduled for release 
are definitely in limbo for now.   

At Airventure last week, I was able to 
speak with someone close to this topic and 
was informed that the new Airplane Flying 
Handbook and a number of ACS’s are 
ready to go, meaning completely done.   

We don’t currently have a projected date 
due to the situation.  So, for now for CFI, 
CFII, MEI you’ll be still tested with the 
current PTS.  We are also looking 
forward to the new Airplane Flying 
Handbook that should correct many 
errors in the current one.   

All of the ground reference figures are not 
correct, the figure regarding coordination 
(Slip and Skid) is confusing, many of the 
figures in the Multi Engine section are 
wrong etc.  So, I’ll keep you updated.  I do 
have contact info for the person at FAA 
responsible for the handbooks and will give 
you an update soon.  

“Power Hour Lessons”
Every Saturday, Live 12pm EST 

Every Saturday from 1700 UTC (12pm 
Eastern Daylight time) until 1800 UTC we 
do a live webinar.  We have done 52 so 
far!  Always entertaining and loaded with 
great content.  Its FREE to everyone.   

We have covered “deep dive into 
chandelles and lazy eights”, Marketing 101 
for flight instructors, what you can and 
can’t do with your Private and 
Commercial Pilot Certificates and lots 
more.  There are between 50 and 200 
people who show up for the Power Hour.  

To get the link to the show just click this link. It’s 
totally FREE! 

My Next Book 
An Operational Aviation Instructors Handbook. 

I was helping out at the SAFE booth. 
(safepilots.org) and I was talking with a 
person who provided and wrote part of 
the Aviation Instructor’s Handbook.  I 
said that the handbook is too much for 
most people to digest.  I also said that 
there are only a few chapters that you feel 
like you can just use that information 
right away. 

If you read that handbook after you have 
taught for a while it does make sense. As 
a new CFI it really isn’t that practical 
because you don’t know what to do with 
the information.  

At CFI Bootcamp we spend a lot of time 
and use a lot of examples to explain a lot 
of the theory that is in Chapter 3. As I 
was sitting there, I came across a good 
idea.  I said to that person that the 
problem with the handbook is that it isn’t 
operational.  

Then I said I was going to write a 
companion book to that shows how to 
use the information in each chapter.  So 
that is my latest book that I’ll start.  I 
don’t know what to call it yet but that 
doesn’t matter.  It should really make the 
FOI a lot more useful to new CFIs and 
CFIs in training. Editorial Editor - Nicholas Horn
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