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What is Happening?: 

FAA publishes the new Sport Pilot Rules – Oct 22, 2025
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What is Happening?: 

The rules are less restrictive and allow more privileges
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What is Happening?: 

The weight limit has been eliminated – Now <59kts Vs1
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What is Happening?: 

Retractable gear airplanes now allowed
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What is Happening?: 

Variable pitch airplanes now allowed
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What is Happening?: 

Simplified flight controls endorsement
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What is Happening?: 

Night flying allowed – Need BasicMed or 3rd class med
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What is Happening?: 

Proficiency checks in airplanes/helicopters eliminated 
Requires DPE or ASI checkride
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Resources: 

AC 61-146 – Sport Pilot Certification and Operations 
AC 61-65K – Endorsements 
Table of Changes 
MOSIAC Article from FAA

https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/draft_docs/afs_ac/AC_61-146_Coord_Copy.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/draft_docs/afs_ac/AC_61-65K_Coord_Copy.pdf
///../Current%20CFI%20CFII%20and%20MEI%20Essentials%20Folders/CFI%20Essentials%20-%202024%20Oct/CFI%20Essentials/FAA%20Material%20-%20Handbooks,%20ACS%20etc/Sport%20Pilot%20MOSAIC/IMG_9356.JPG
///../Current%20CFI%20CFII%20and%20MEI%20Essentials%20Folders/CFI%20Essentials%20-%202024%20Oct/CFI%20Essentials/FAA%20Material%20-%20Handbooks,%20ACS%20etc/Sport%20Pilot%20MOSAIC/MOSAIC.pdf
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Sport Pilots: 
Eligibility Requirements

Eligibility Requirements:
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Sport Pilots: 
Eligibility Requirements

At least 17 years old 
Hold a Student or Recreational Pilot Certificate 
Read, speak, write and understand English
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Sport Pilots: 
Eligibility Requirements

Endorsed - Pass a knowledge test and practical test
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Sport Pilots: 
Eligibility Requirements 
Have One of the Following:

US Driver’s license 
FAA Medical 
BasicMed
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Sport Pilots: 
Eligibility Requirements

Meet the aeronautical experience requirements
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Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Knowledge Requirements

Aeronautical Knowledge Requirements:
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Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Knowledge Requirements

Receive ground instruction from an authorized instructor 
 
OR 

Complete a home-study course 
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Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Knowledge Requirements

NTSB Reporting Requirements



Subpart J – Sport Pilots 
Part 61 FARs

Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Knowledge Requirements

Use of applicable portions of the AIM and AC’s
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Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Knowledge Requirements

Use of Aeronautical Charts for VFR Navigation using 
pilotage, dead reckoning and navigation systems
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Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Knowledge Requirements

Recognition of critical wx situation from the ground and 
in flight, windshear avoidance, and the procurement 
and use of aeronautical weather reports/forecasts
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Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Knowledge Requirements

Safe and efficient operation of aircraft, including 
collision avoidance, and recognition of wake turbulence
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Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Knowledge Requirements

Effects of density altitude on takeoff and climb 
performance



Subpart J – Sport Pilots 
Part 61 FARs

Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Knowledge Requirements

Weight and Balance computations



Subpart J – Sport Pilots 
Part 61 FARs

Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Knowledge Requirements

Principles of aerodynamics, powerplants and Systems
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Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Knowledge Requirements

Stall awareness, spin entry, spins and spin recovery 
techniques
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Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Knowledge Requirements

ADM and Risk Management
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Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Knowledge Requirements

Preflight actions that include: 
	 Getting info on runway lengths at airports of 	
intended use, data on takeoff and landing 	 distances, 
weather reports and forecasts and fuel 	requirements



Subpart J – Sport Pilots 
Part 61 FARs

Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Knowledge Requirements

Preflight actions that include: 
	 How to plan for alternatives if the planned flight 	
cannot be completed or if you encounter delays
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Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Knowledge Requirements

- No requirement for Radio Communications 
procedures as is for Private Pilots
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Sport Pilots: 
Flight Proficiency Requirements

Preflight preparation
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Sport Pilots: 
Flight Proficiency Requirements

Preflight procedures
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Sport Pilots: 
Flight Proficiency Requirements

Airport operations
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Sport Pilots: 
Flight Proficiency Requirements

Takeoffs, landings and go-arounds
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Sport Pilots: 
Flight Proficiency Requirements

Performance maneuvers
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Sport Pilots: 
Flight Proficiency Requirements

Ground reference maneuvers
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Sport Pilots: 
Flight Proficiency Requirements

Navigation
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Sport Pilots: 
Flight Proficiency Requirements

Slow flight
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Sport Pilots: 
Flight Proficiency Requirements

Stalls
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Sport Pilots: 
Flight Proficiency Requirements

Emergency operations
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Sport Pilots: 
Flight Proficiency Requirements

Postflight procedures
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Sport Pilots: 
Flight Proficiency Requirements

No night or maneuvering solely by reference to the 
flight instruments
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Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Experience Requirements

Aeronautical Experience Requirements: 

Note:  There are no exceptions for pilots operating on 
small islands for this rating
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Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Experience Requirements

20 hours of total flight time, which includes… 
	 15 hours of flight training in a Single-Engine 	
Airplane, which includes…
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Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Experience Requirements

2 hours of cross-country flight training 
10 takeoffs and landings to a full stop in the pattern
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Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Experience Requirements

2 hours of flight training within the preceding 2 
calendar months in preparation for the practical test
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Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Experience Requirements

5 hours of solo flight training per § 61.311 which 
includes…
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Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Experience Requirements

One solo cross-country flight of at least 75nm with full 
stop landings at a minimum of two points



Subpart J – Sport Pilots 
Part 61 FARs

Sport Pilots: 
Aeronautical Experience Requirements

One segment between takeoff/landing, at least 25nm



Subpart J – Sport Pilots 
Part 61 FARs

Sport Pilot Privileges are Allowed for Private – ATP 
Certificate Holders

Pilots of Higher Grade Certificates can exercise Sport 
Pilot Privileges using a valid Drivers License
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Sport Pilots: 
Privileges

Privileges of a Sport Pilot Certificate are: 

Share expenses on a pro rata basis (like PVT) 
Fly an airplane with a stall speed (Vs1 of up to 59 kts)
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Sport Pilots: 
Privileges

Privileges of a Sport Pilot Certificate for Compensation: 

May Tow other aircraft 
Flight Training 
Certain Aerial Survey work
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

Limitations:
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

Flight Limitations - Sport Pilot can’t fly:
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

Carrying a passenger or property for compensation or hire 
For compensation or hire
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

In the furtherance of a business
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

Carrying more than one passenger
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

Night Requires – Training, Endorsement, 3rd class medical 
or BasicMed
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

In Class A airspace
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

In Class B, C, and D airspace unless the additional 
training is completed and the pilot is endorsed
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

Outside of the U.S or it’s territories
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

To demonstrate an aircraft as a salesperson
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

In a passenger-carrying capacity sponsored by a 
charitable organization



Subpart J – Sport Pilots 
Part 61 FARs

Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

At altitudes >10,000’ MSL, or >2,000’ AGL, whichever is 
higher
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

When the flight or surface visibility is less than 3sm
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

Without visual reference to the surface
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

Aircraft being flown by the Sport Pilot have the 
following limitations, and a sport pilot can’t fly:
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

An aircraft that has a VH greater than 87 KCAS unless 
the additional training is completed
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations 
What does VH Mean?

VH means maximum speed in level flight with maximum 
continuous power
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

An aircraft faster than 250 KCAS 
Retractable Gear Airplanes are OK 
Variable Pitch Propeller Airplanes are OK 
Simplified Flight Control Airplanes are OK 
Not more than 4 seats
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

Contrary to any operating limitation on a Special 
Airworthiness Certificate of the airplane to be flown
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

Contrary to any restriction on their driver’s license
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

Towing any type of object – Unless endorsed
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Sport Pilots: 
Limitations

As a flight crew member on an aircraft that requires 
more than one pilot
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Sport Pilots: 
Certificate Issuance Information, Airspace Privileges, Operating Various Aircraft

Additional regulations pertinent to Sport Pilot 
privileges and limitations are as follows:
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Sport Pilots: 
Certificate Issuance Information 

Sport Pilot Certificates don’t include category/class ratings 
The authorizations are done by endorsements
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Sport Pilots: 
Privileges to Operate an Additional Category or Class 

The Proficiency Check Option is No Longer Allowed for 
Airplane or Helicopter Ratings 

All Additional Category/Class Ratings Must be Conducted 
by a Practical Test by an ASI or DPE
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Sport Pilots: 
Class B, C, and D Airspace Privileges 

Once trained to proficiency, an endorsement is issued 

Class B airports part of the “Dirty Dozen” can’t be 
operated at with this endorsement (FAR 91 Appendix D (4))
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Operating Speeds Endorsement 
Operating an Airplane With a V

H
 of Less Than 

Or More Than 87KCAS 

Once trained to proficiency, the instructor issues the 
Sport Pilot a one-time endorsement
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Additional Types of Airplanes and Endorsements 

Retractable Landing Gear – by endorsement 
Variable pitch propeller – by endorsement 
Simplified flight controls – make/model – by endorsement
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New ACs Getting Ready to Be Released 

FAA Made a New AC – AC 61-146 
Pilot Certification and Operations for Sport Pilots, Flight 
Instructors With a Sport Pilot Rating, and Simplified Flight 
Controls

https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/draft_docs/afs_ac/AC_61-146_Coord_Copy.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/draft_docs/afs_ac/AC_61-146_Coord_Copy.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/draft_docs/afs_ac/AC_61-146_Coord_Copy.pdf
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New ACs Getting Ready to Be Released 

FAA Made a New AC – AC 61-65K 
Certification:  Pilots and Flight and Ground Instructors

https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/draft_docs/afs_ac/AC_61-65K_Coord_Copy.pdf
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More Info from FAA on MOSIAC Changes for Pilots 

MOSAIC PDF From FAA

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/k6kv93ay0p3h1jp88ekqr/MOSAIC.pdf?rlkey=k9qf7by5yrnlfhnx5j60f0fns&st=c5in9xy2&dl=0
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More Info from FAA on MOSIAC Changes for Pilots 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/48tnf17ow8ux8az080cmw/IMG_9356.JPG?rlkey=dkgubxwtqa6fuwl4mkoror5ea&st=yjg1bopb&dl=0
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Private Pilot ACS SmartStudy Pro – Listen in your Car to and 
from the airport or when commuting!

https://www.cfibootcamp.com/private-pilot-smart-study-pro
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CFI ACS SmartStudy Pro – Listen in your Car to and from the 
airport or when commuting!

https://www.bootcamp-plus.com/offers/pzobJFqg/checkout

